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WVU Mountaineer finalist and Bridgeport native Reese
Allen reflects on selection process, role of the mascot
by Jake Stiles STAFF WRITER  Feb 23, 2026   0   2 min to read
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BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. — West Virginia University Mountaineer finalist

Reese Allen has had the role on his mind since his freshman year, long

before he grew a beard.

Allen, a Bridgeport native and one of four finalists vying to become

West Virginia University’s next Mountaineer mascot, said the idea first

surfaced during a summer internship after his freshman year. A

colleague bet him not to shave for a week.

“I said, deal. I will absolutely do that,” Allen said. “I haven’t shaved it since.”

But Allen credits a more meaningful moment for pushing him to officially pursue the role: a conversation with

Rachel Morgan, the current alternate Mountaineer, who grew up alongside him in Bridgeport.

“I happened to grow up with Rachel,” Allen said. “It was nice to talk to her and understand what the role entails,

what it means to be the Mountaineer. And I realized that I could do it.”

The selection process contains three stages: a resume submission, a formal interview with a committee and a

cheer-off held at the WVU Coliseum. Allen described the interview as intense, with more than a dozen committee

members seated around a large conference table, asking questions one by one.

“Then once you make it through the interviews, you’re now at this cheer-off where you’re in a stadium that can

seat 14,000, and you’re wearing buckskins for the first time,” Allen said.

The cheer-off last week marked the first time Allen and the other three finalists donned the iconic buckskin

costume. His background in theater at Bridgeport High School, he said, helped him step into the role.

“I don’t have to play a character to be a Mountaineer,” Allen said. “I just get to be me, but be me in a way that is

loud, that is proud, that is strong and that gets to be there for everybody else in the crowd.”

Allen also pointed out that the Mountaineer differs from other mascots in that his face is visible, offering a more

personal connection with fans.

“The Mountaineer has a unique way of connecting with the audience,” Allen said. “I can sit down beside somebody

and talk to them. Even just eye contact is an amazing window into somebody’s emotional state. The fact that I can

look somebody in the eyes is game-changing compared to black-and-white dots on a large mask.”

Throughout the process, Allen said he leaned on advice from past Mountaineers, including Braden Adkins, Colson

Glover and Mary Roush, who were present at the cheer-off and offered guidance on everything from how to hold

the rifle to how to interact with young fans.

“They told us it’s a good idea to squat down when talking to children, meet them at eye level,” Allen said. “I like

showing them the coonskin hat and saying, ‘This is my friend Buddy, would you like to meet him?’”

Allen, who majors in engineering and data science and has conducted research in health sciences, said serving as

the Mountaineer would be his way of giving back to the university and to West Virginia.

“Serving as the Mountaineer is my thank you to the state of West Virginia,” Allen said. “It’s my love letter to all the

people that have helped me get this far.”

If selected, Allen said he hopes to travel throughout the state, attending festivals, parades and community events

to celebrate West Virginian heritage.

“I want to go meet people, hear their stories, share my stories and begin to deepen that appreciation for the state,

its heritage and its people,” he said.

The announcement of the next Mountaineer, along with an alternate, is scheduled for Feb. 28 at the WVU men’s

basketball game against BYU. Allen said the finalists will learn the result simultaneously, live, at the

announcement.

“We will just be standing there together, all four of us, and then they’ll announce who wins,” Allen said. “Nerves are

... yeah, we’re in the waiting period now.”

Reese Allen, Bridgeport native and 2026-27 WVU
Mountaineer mascot finalist

Submitted by WVU/ Photo by Brian Persinger
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Alison Boyce earns advanced oncology
certification at Elkins Corridor Medical
Center
From Staff Reports Feb 20, 2026  1 min to read

BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. — Alison Boyce, APRN, CNP, has earned the
Advanced Oncology Certified Nurse Practitioner (AOCNP) designation
at Elkins Corridor Medical Center, a service provided by United
Hospital Center.

Learn more

WVU MEDICINE
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LUCAS to offer lung cancer screening
Augusta, Beckley, Green Bank, Rainelle,
and Jane Lew
From Staff Reports Feb 20, 2026  1 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — LUCAS, a first of its kind, state-of-the-art
mobile lung cancer screening unit, will visit Hampshire, Raleigh,
Pocahontas, Greenbrier, and Lewis counties offering low-dose
computed tomography (LDCT) scans.
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Bonnie’s Bus to offer mammograms in
Clendenin, Elkins, Buckhannon,
Reedsville, and Parsons
From Staff Reports Feb 20, 2026  1 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Bonnie’s Bus mobile mammography unit will
visit Kanawha, Randolph, Upshur, Preston, and Tucker counties
offering three-dimensional (3D) digital screening mammograms and
breast care education to women.

Learn more
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Pierpont aviation program expansion
drives growth
by Damian Phillips STAFF WRITER Feb 20, 2026  3 min to read

BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. — The announcement that Pierpont Community &
Technical College’s expanded aviation maintenance technology (AMT)
program facility is back underway is good news: Not just for those on
the school’s waiting list, and the companies vying for the candidates,
but also for the …
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WVAMA opens applications for Shawn
Stewart & Shawn Tucker Memorial
Aviation Scholarship
From Staff Reports Feb 19, 2026  1 min to read

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The West Virginia Airport Managers Association
(WVAMA) is officially accepting applications for its Shawn Stewart &
Shawn Tucker Memorial Scholarship Program, aimed at supporting the
next generation of West Virginia’s aerospace professionals.

LOCAL NEWS FOR HARRISON COUNTY

Bridgeport High School wins regional
Academic Showdown; Fairmont Senior
takes second
From Staff Reports Feb 19, 2026  1 min to read

FAIRMONT, W.Va. — Bridgeport High School took the top spot in the
second regional competition of the 2026 Academic Showdown held
Thursday at Fairmont State University.
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Harmony Ridge Recovery Continues to
Invest in Patient-Centered Recovery
Approaches
kmchenry Feb 18, 2026  2 min to read

BARBOURSVILLE, W.Va. — Addiction treatment continues to move
away from rigid, one-size-fits-all models in favor of patient-centered
recovery approaches that place individual needs at the core of care.
This method prioritizes personalized treatment planning, adaptable
therapeutic support, and…
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Jackson’s Mill to host West Virginia Quilt
Documentation Day and Merchants
Mall March 6
From Staff Reports Feb 17, 2026  1 min to read

WESTON, W.Va. — The public is invited to explore West Virginia’s rich
textile heritage through two special events held in conjunction with the
28th annual Lewis County Quilt Retreat at Jackson’s Mill. Scheduled for
Friday, March 6, 2026, the retreat will host a Merchants Mall and a
significa…

WVU MEDICINE

WVU Cancer Institute first in the world
to treat ultra-rare leukemia using novel
subcutaneous immunotherapy
For WV News Feb 17, 2026  2 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — A WVU Cancer Institute team has achieved a
global medical first in a clinical trial examining the efficacy of
subcutaneous blinatumomab in treating one of the rarest and most
aggressive forms of leukemia.

HARRISON NEWS

UHC Critical Care Unit marks full year
without CAUTI, CLABSI infections
From Staff Reports Feb 16, 2026  1 min to read

BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. — WVU Medicine United Hospital Center is proud
to announce that its Critical Care Unit has achieved a monumental
patient safety milestone: 365 consecutive days without a single
Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infection (CAUTI) or Central Line-
Associated Bloodstream Infect…
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The skinny on popcorn
by Genny McCutcheon FOR WV NEWS Feb 15, 2026  2 min to read

A bag of Skinny Pop popcorn went around the table at writing group.
When it came to me, could I say, “No, thank you”?
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Four finalists to compete for West
Virginia University Mountaineer mascot
title
From Staff Reports Feb 13, 2026  1 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Four West Virginia University students will
compete for the role of the 72nd Mountaineer mascot during a cheer-
off at the 8:30 p.m. men’s basketball game against Utah on Wednesday
at the Hope Coliseum.
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WVU Medicine to open new Urgent
Care on Monday in Connellsville
Matt Harvey Feb 13, 2026  1 min to read

CONNELLSVILLE, PA. — WVU Medicine will open a new Urgent Care
clinic on Monday, expanding convenient access to high-quality, same-
day care for patients and families in Fayette County and the
surrounding region.
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TOP STORY

WVU Medicine neurologist and
registered organ donor receives life-
saving kidney
Matt Harvey Feb 13, 2026  3 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Tyler Skidmore, M.D., learned the
importance of organ donation early in life.
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Soup for the Soul: Donor support
provides meals for WVU Cancer
Institute patients during treatment
Matt Harvey Feb 12, 2026  2 min to read

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Over her two-decade battle with cancer, Judy
McNair has maintained a positive outlook and cheerful disposition,
relying on her faith and those around her to help her on her journey.
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Reese Allen,{span} a 2022 Bucklew Scholar, {/span}Eberly Scholar{span} and member of the {/span}Honors College{span} from Bridgeport, is
a senior dual {/span}mechanical engineering{span} and {/span}data science{span} major. He has served as a {/span}Presidential Student
Ambassador{span} and is the founding president of the Microgravity Research Club in the {/span}WVU Benjamin M. Statler College of
Engineering and Mineral Resources{span}, where he leads STEM outreach activities for K-12 students. Allen has also supported the University
community through more than 150 service hours. at {/span}The Rack: WVU Student Food Pantry{span}.{/span}

WVU Foundation Photo by Garrett Cullen

Mountaineer Mascot finalists: Tanner Figgatt (left sitting); Joel Hershman (left standing); Reese Allen (right sitting); and Amelia Bolden.

WVU Photo
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Alison Boyce earns advanced
oncology certification at Elkins…
BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. — Alison Boyce,
APRN, CNP, has earned the …
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