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Bolden one of four finalists to become WVU
Mountaineer mascot
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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Amelia Bolden of Oakland is one of four West Virginia

University students in the running to become the 72nd Mountaineer mascot.

Selected by a committee of faculty, staff and students based on an essay and

interview, the finalists will be judged on their performances and interactions with the

crowd as they lead traditional game cheers. The were set to wear buckskins and a

coonskin cap while carrying a rifle to compete in a cheer-off during a men’s basketball

game (Feb. 18) in the Hope Coliseum.

Bolden is a first-year communication sciences and disorders junior with a minor in

child development and family studies. She is a member of the community service team

with the Mountaineer Maniacs, where she has volunteered her time to local cleanup

events and the Halloween Trunk-or-Treat at the Hope Coliseum. She is also a member

of the Country Line Dancing Club and the National Student Speech Language Hearing

Association. Additionally, Bolden logged nearly 500 service-learning hours throughout

high school.

“I’ve dreamed of being the Mountaineer forever, and I want to be able to show kids

that if they can dream it, they can do it, no matter who they are or where they’re from

— don’t let anyone ever tell you ‘no,’” Bolden said. “As the Mountaineer, I want to

represent West Virginia with pride, passion and responsibility.”

The other 2026-27 Mountaineer mascot finalists are:

Reese Allen, a 2022 Bucklew Scholar, Eberly Scholar and member of the Honors

College from Bridgeport, is a senior dual mechanical engineering and data science

major. He has served as a Presidential Student Ambassador and is the founding

president of the Microgravity Research Club in the WVU Benjamin M. Statler College of

Engineering and Mineral Resources, where he leads STEM outreach activities for K-12

students. Allen has also supported the University community through more than 150

service hours at The Rack: WVU Student Food Pantry.

“The song ‘Take Me Home, Country Roads’ — everybody knows it by heart. People

everywhere sing about West Virginia, but few of them know our state’s stories and

heritage,” Allen said. “Being the Mountaineer mascot is my chance to share our

experience, and to really give them a sense of ‘country roads’ and what it means to call

West Virginia home.”

Tanner Figgatt, a member of the Honors College from Fraziers Bottom, is a freshman

dual mechanical engineering and aerospace engineering major. He is a trumpet player

in “The Pride of West Virginia,” the Mountaineer Marching Band, and a student worker

in the Lane Innovation Hub. He also serves as a member of the WVU Experimental

Rocketry Club and CRU, the Christian campus ministry. Driven by an entrepreneurial

spirit, he has managed his own leaf and lawn care business since 2019.

“No matter where you come from in the state, it can be the smallest town in the state,

or it can be the largest city, everybody is wearing something for West Virginia

University,” Figgatt said. “As the Mountaineer, I will get to represent all of those people,

people of different backgrounds, including the average guy.”

Joel Hershman, from Buckhannon, is a junior dual sport, exercise and performance

psychology and mental health and addiction studies major in the WVU College of

Applied Human Sciences. He serves as a New Student Orientation Leader with

Undergraduate Admissions and Tour Leader with the Visitors Center. He is also the

social chair of the Sport and Exercise Psychology Club, director of Olympic sports for

the Mountaineer Maniacs Executive Board and a member of the WVU Men’s Rugby

Club. His service initiatives include local cleanup events and flood recovery efforts in

Marion County.

“As the Mountaineer mascot, I want to bring Braden Adkins’ positivity and personality,

and I want to bring Cade Kincaid’s hype and ability to get the crowd behind him,”

Hershman said. “If I could mix those two together, that would be my perfect

Mountaineer mascot, and that’s who I want to be.”

The selection committee will announce the winner during the WVU men’s basketball

game vs. BYU on Feb. 28. Tipoff is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at the Hope Coliseum.
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Mountaineer Mascot finalists, from left: Tanner Figgatt, Joel Hershman, Amelia Bolden and Reese Allen.

WVU Photo/Brian Persinger

1 of 2

Search...

+2 +5 +3

 
MENU WVUToday Manage Service

HOME NEWS SPORTS OBITS OPINION RECORDS E-EDITION CLASSIFIEDS DEALS SUBSCRIBE ADVERTISE

PREV NEXT

https://www.wvnews.com/
https://www.wvnews.com/marketplace/
https://www.wvnews.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_tip/
https://www.wvnews.com/services/advertise/
https://www.wvnews.com/services/
https://www.wvnews.com/subscribe/
https://www.wvnews.com/newsletters/
https://www.wvnews.com/contests/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/classifieds/republican/legals/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/
https://www.facebook.com/garrettnews
https://twitter.com/GarrettNewsroom
https://www.wvnews.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_tip
https://www.wvnews.com/weather/?weather_zip=21550
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/bolden-one-of-four-finalists-to-become-wvu-mountaineer-mascot/article_33c6dd49-1141-4b2d-b877-168a4b58efb6.html#comments
https://www.wvnews.com/search/?k=%22west%20virginia%20university%22#tncms-source=keyword
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/saturday-s-blowout-win-over-oklahoma-state-leaves-wvu-on-the-doorstep-of-earning-a/article_01b4184b-132e-4401-9793-e5c239bcac99.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/keys-in-wvu-s-loss-to-utah/article_43cc499a-1c7c-45bd-ad56-bb6defd39e22.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/news/wvnews
https://www.wvnews.com/news/wvnews/wvu-to-seed-innovation-in-support-of-strategic-compass/article_1ffd112b-17a0-4fe9-b260-51654dd6731d.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/west-virginia-men-run-out-of-time-in-loss-to-utah/article_c83b2203-92cc-4aca-b73d-a92728bc6a83.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://smeagol.revcontent.com/v3/IihNX8JQw1reXm86GKQB18bF4UR5X1Ny8k9T9gI74-ADAlzcsAt6LD5-4bTqNL10_7QN9VRhQ6ix3HT4l0Jz1vB2nTM7daQWk4EFBKnlbmlGssjYrRuZ0gOU5wVqWvwgRnngY9jtTIHweaTzstfVptrhmAEB93BVUvbO54WVRglw6DDYf1izqSKRMH-6U83gkQ2kmnhZhl2babBKcmQFONRcmho170msA2mzW5AqdbTdtMa-KiPGJ1v57DQNdEXbSlC9Obm_v2c-NQitWKzaVNlS5Xy925tBn4lFO-nqZCU3nasZN5XY5dm-Qv-V3iYK7AVG7uvIAAcvVSjgkT7bRQqcWiKxi1BpRx1cPxu18gHdDWkd5bvTVU8Nvj1AHCsoKdA6tXhdLiPlyrvu1MHv7o3B2qPfNFXvk2VcE-Qpj7sYCix43HUhK3ngph0_lpyLq0AHQjOk5NiAJKUrwMt3BdrIGnTvvb9La5G4qDtbKGBcMT-mq9mghNh7eKHhQmFRcP_VAEC53luVuC6KjN-Kj5RJKaPi5G5E1CpcHUVuLKlDbr44-TuSTL2fBVZFWEwSWD6NIf4paSEffC9lvDLNGFVXVSQKfvJeZywQLQ84OJfOHftBJt_fmNwzcso8a9zHh7ad7F33Ky0TV8QkhPT4bbsEKNfA7fGiDKupSNkrzlYMwJcdD9BYINF2AtoWbh0n-sv_yOn7E8gRjA?p=GgFDMJDK7MwGOiQ5MDk4Yzc3Mi0zYTFmLTRkYWEtYjVmOC0zZTBhM2UyZTUyMGJCJDQwYmM1MjI4LWRiNzgtNGFlYS04ODRhLTg5NmRjODllYTJiNUoLd2hpZS13YWxrZXJQ4dYIWO2PCmIKd3ZuZXdzLmNvbWoHZGVza3RvcJABAdgBso7wAZECcD0K16Nw3T-qAg02Ny4xNjUuNDYuMTU36gISCgl0ZXN0X21vZGUSBWZhbHNl6gIXCg51cHNjYWxlZF9pbWFnZRIFZmFsc2XqAhEKCGdyYXlfaW1wEgVmYWxzZQ
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/morgantown-woman-arrested-for-disorderly-conduct/article_e48d877b-e981-4eff-9e43-52929180774c.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/arrests-reported-by-sheriff-s-office/article_755e8f53-ae22-465f-8be7-cdb320dabfbc.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/obits/dianna-m-sebold/article_4304f9ae-e4a8-4070-8121-26bfb25ec34b.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/sheriffs-office-notes-change-to-ice-agreement/article_807ff8d1-24f3-432a-94b5-632dbb29471c.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/bolden-one-of-four-finalists-to-become-wvu-mountaineer-mascot/article_33c6dd49-1141-4b2d-b877-168a4b58efb6.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/frantz-promoted-to-chief-of-clinical-operations-and-compliance-at-mlmc/article_fde89410-a582-4c03-957f-3b9896f30342.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/obits/roger-floyd-frazee/article_5f196c27-2338-4bc0-a82e-ed5ae4a7ce4e.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/oakland-woman-arrested-for-vehicle-theft/article_50325f0e-277c-4d20-956c-a61c9d331a31.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/community/bear-creek-4-h-club/article_1e8e9172-6f31-4bbe-9c61-2f996a8d05f0.html
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/virtual-public-hearing-scheduled-for-solar-facilities-proposed-for-garrett-county/article_c7d83e72-c8c2-4844-a7dc-215ec66b0562.html
https://www.wvnews.com/users/admin/mailinglist/
http://www.facebook.com/WVTelegram#
http://twitter.com/#!/WVTelegram%23
https://www.wvnews.com/
https://www.wvnews.com/services/payprintbill/
https://www.wvnews.com/services/adpay/
https://www.wvnews.com/services/?asdasd
https://www.wvnews.com/subscribe/
https://new.evvnt.com/?with_navbar&force_snap_sell&partner=WVNEWS&publisher_url:wvnews.com#/quick
https://www.wvnews.com/site/about.html
https://www.wvnews.com/site/contact.html
https://www.wvnews.com/site/rack_locations.html
https://www.wvnews.com/media_kit/
https://www.wvnews.com/subscribe/
https://www.wvnews.com/site/forms/
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://www.exponent-telegram.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
https://www.wvnews.com/ncwvmedia
mailto:support@wvnews.com
https://www.wvnews.com/
https://www.wvnews.com/site/terms.html
https://www.wvnews.com/site/privacy.html
https://www.wvnews.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://www.wvnews.com/content/tncms/live/#2
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/saturday-s-blowout-win-over-oklahoma-state-leaves-wvu-on-the-doorstep-of-earning-a/article_01b4184b-132e-4401-9793-e5c239bcac99.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/keys-in-wvu-s-loss-to-utah/article_43cc499a-1c7c-45bd-ad56-bb6defd39e22.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/news/wvnews/wvu-to-seed-innovation-in-support-of-strategic-compass/article_1ffd112b-17a0-4fe9-b260-51654dd6731d.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/bluegoldnews/west-virginia-men-run-out-of-time-in-loss-to-utah/article_c83b2203-92cc-4aca-b73d-a92728bc6a83.html#tncms-source=block-contextual
https://www.wvnews.com/users/admin/service/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/sports/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/obits/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/opinion/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/records/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/eedition/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/classifieds/
https://www.wvnews.com/marketplace/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/subscribe/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/advertisenow/
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/mcenaney-named-to-ohio-universitys-fall-deans-list/article_082c0fb3-c7e6-4854-a97e-4b2d83f788a6.html#tncms-source=article-nav-prev
https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/vendors-wanted-for-anything-goes-flea-market-on-april-25/article_4076294c-2af6-49f1-ac81-f07b8191cccf.html#tncms-source=article-nav-next

