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West Virginia University requests funding for
aging infrastructure, Coliseum renovations

By Faithlyn Graham STAFF WRITER 8 hrsago %0 @& 3 minto read
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Latest News

= The Washington Post's sports section was a gold standard,
all the way to the end

= American-born Aaliyah Farmer left Mexico's top soccer
league because of harassment, coach says

= Trump taking steps toward installing a Columbus statue
near the White House

= After 80 years, Minute Maid's frozen canned juices are
getting put on ice

= More than 2,600 candidates file to run in West Virginia's
May Primary Elections

= Mineral County man pleads guilty to fentanyl, meth
distribution conspiracy

= House Judiciary Committee moves deadline to receipt of
absentee ballots to Election Day

WVU President Michael Benson, center, gifts hats and a flag to members of WVU Extension, including = U.S. Marshal for Southern District of West Virginia to retire
Dean of Extension Services Jorge Atiles, right. Feb. 8

Staff photo by Faithlyn Graham . .
= Patrick Mahomes' father arrested after authorities say he

violated DWI probation
= The top photos of the day by AP's photojournalists

= WVDOH: Wheeling Suspension Bridge to remain closed to
vehicles, shift to pedestrian use

= Veteran Olympics broadcaster to replace Savannah Guthrie
as co-host
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. — West Virginia University = | akers' Jaxson Hayes has been suspended 1 game for
pushing Wizards mascot 'G-WiZz'

President Michael Benson visited the House of
= WVU United Hospital Center raises heart disease awareness

with free cardiovascular testing testing in Bridgeport (West
Virginia)

Delegates Finance Committee on Tuesday to
outline the university's financial needs and

priorities for Fiscal Year 2026. ® |ran and the US will hold nuclear talks Friday in Oman,

Iranian foreign minister says

Benson focused much of his presentation on three = Foreign minister of Iran confirms his country will hold

major areas: deferred maintenance across WVU's nuclear talks with the US in Oman on Friday

aging campus infrastructure, expansion of health = Clear Mountain Financial Solutions names former WVU

sciences programs and renovations to the WvU basketball player Josh Sowards as senior financial advisor

Coliseum. = Clear Mountain Financial Solutions names former WVU
basketball player Josh Sowards as senior financial advisor
, O . . Benson - , ,
Many of WVU’s campus buildings, including = Clear Mountain Financial Solutions names former WVU
Stewart Hall, date back more than a century and basketball player Josh Sowards as senior financial advisor
are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. = Harrison County chief assistant prosecutor secures five

felony pleas during busy court session

"Stewart Hall, where my office is, was built in 1902. It's one of 18 structures that we
have on campus that are on the National Register of Historic Places," Benson said.
"... And so we're very appreciative of any assistance you can give as we address the
aging infrastructure that is all around us. They're beautiful buildings."

Benson said aging infrastructure, including leaky roofs and outdated systems, poses
ongoing challenges and requires sustained investment to preserve the university's
historic facilities.

Health sciences expansion was also emphasized as a statewide priority.

Benson noted West Virginia's consistently poor health outcomes and said increased
investment would allow WVU Medicine, alongside partners such as Marshall
University and the state’s osteopathic medical school, to expand facilities and class
sizes while attracting additional federal and private funding.

"| referred to it earlier yesterday — the budget bill was passed — in it were the
following federal support for these projects: $15 million for phase two of our School
of Dentistry renovation, $11.9 million for the RNI Neuromodulation Center ...," he
said, referring to the WVU Rockefeller Neuroscience Institute. "Also $2.45 million for
a new emergency room renovation at the WVU Medical Center."

Benson also highlighted the need for renovations to the WVU Coliseum, an iconic
structure that lacks HVAC capabilities.

"So whether it's a high school tournament or a concert or a lecture, that building,
because of the heat, basically sits unused," he said. "So we would love some support
for that."

In addition to infrastructure needs, WVU officials expressed appreciation for recent
state investments, including funding for deferred maintenance, research initiatives
and controlled increases to PEIA costs, which they said provided relief to both the
university's operating budget and its employees.

Following WVU's presentation, Marshall University President Brad D. Smith
addressed the committee, outlining Marshall’'s enrollment growth, financial
stabilization efforts and long-term transformation strategy focused on affordability,

workforce readiness and economic impact.

Committee members questioned Benson and
Smith regarding their schools' debt, student food
insecurity and infrastructure needs.

Del. Ray Canterbury, R-Greenbrier, questioned
Benson about bond debt.

Smith
"According to the Higher Education Policy "

Commission, West Virginia University has bonds

outstanding of $723.8 million; with unamortized bond premium — $747.9 million,"
Canterbury said. "Which is actually quite high on this per-student basis; benchmark
you against your nearest peer, which would be Marshall. ... Your debt load for your
institution is almost $30,000 per student."

Benson answered by elaborating on how over the next three years the debt is
expected to decline considerably, and he ensured lawmakers the debt will not
become a problem of the state.

"If you look at kind of the next several years, ... we're going to pay down some of
thmt considerably,"” Benson said. "We're very mindful of putting the burden of cost

on our students in the form of tuition and fees."
PREV NEXT

Del. Margitta Mazzocchi, R-Logan, questioned Smith regarding what he plans to do
about the number of students on Marsahll's campus who struggle with food
insecurity.

"And | don't know if you know, but we had a bill lately where people say that there
are students that go hungry. And | wonder, can you all take care of it, or do you need
us legislators to come and say you need to do something about it — that there are
students that go hungry," Mazzocchi said. "And | don't want to be involved here in
saying you have to do it, but we are talking about all this money here. Can you take
care of it?"

Smith responded by outlining programs the university has begun implementing,
including Marco's Marketplace, which partnered with food banks to help the 67% of
students on Marshall's campus who are struggling with food insecurity.

"We have it stocked, and we've made it in a situation where you don't walk out with
a stigma. You can literally go in, you can get things that you need," Smith said.
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